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EARTHWORKS
Election of Officers for the 
Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club 
for 2010-2011
KMTC members present at the September 25, 2010 General 
Membership Meeting elected the following slate of officers 
for the coming year: 

President - Jerry Givan 
Vice President - Randy Whiten 
Secretary - Anne Strand  
Treasurer - Thomas Okerberg 
Trails Supervisor - Scott Mackay
Development Director/Historian - Jay Haney 

Communications Director - Fred Feltmann 
Outreach Director - Jay Dement
Membership Director - Anne & David Strand 
Information Technology Director - Jim Moylan 

Appointed to new positions:

Tools Manager -  Joseph Starke  
Training Coordinator -  Sid Starke
Youth Service Project Coordinator -  Donald Olds
Special Events & Corporate Coordinator -  Randy 
Whiten

October 9, 2010 - A Record 
Turnout for a regular Work Day!
I want to thank the crew leaders and trail ambassadors 
who all worked together to make this past work Saturday 
a success.  Going into the week we knew we were going 
to have a good turn out of at least 80 volunteers and nice 
weather. 

On Saturday almost twice the number we expected arrived. 
We had 124 volunteers arrive along with 8 crew leaders and 
8 Trail Ambassadors.  The largest group was the Beta Alpha 
Psi fraternity from Kennesaw State University, an accounting 
fraternity.  We also had students from Pebblebrook High 
School Honor Society and the Omega Learning Academy.  

We scaled up the work we would do and divided it out so 
that we did not overwhelm any one crew leader.  The Trail 
Ambassadors stepped up to help with parking, talking to 
visitors passing through our work zone, and distributing 
water.  We accomplished work on the first 200 yards of the 
Pigeon Hill trail and performed work on the Pigeon Hill cut-
off trail going over to the Brumby Road. 

It was quite impressive to see how everyone worked together 
to adjust to the larger turnout and make the day happen with 
success.  This also is an indication that volunteering to help 
with the trails is getting popular. 

Scott Mackay  
Trails Supervisor, KMTC
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Help Us Maintain the Trails at
Kennesaw Mountain National Park
Donate Online Now!
 

The Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club helps preserve the historic features and 
maintain the 20+ miles of trails throughout the Kennesaw Mountain National 
Battlefield Park.  It is a committed partner with the National Park Service 
in its mission to commemorate the history of the battlefield and protect its 
environmental features.

Since its beginnings in 2002, the club has provided only “sweat equity” 
volunteer hours to support the park.  Now this new fund-raising initiative will 
support the Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club’s involvement in the new park 
strategic plan that opens up more areas of the park and adds miles to the 
trail system.  100% of the funds raised will support the Trail Club’s mission 
of protecting the park and improving the trails. 

Donate today to ensure that visitors and local residents alike can continue to 
enjoy a great, FREE, educational and recreational experience in one of the 
last areas of undeveloped land in Cobb County.  By contributing, you’ll help 
ensure future generations can enjoy a wilderness experience in the middle 
of metropolitan Atlanta! 

Donate Online by using Guidestar on the Trail Club website http://www.
kennesawmountaintrailclub.org.  The Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club 
was incorporated as KEMOTrail Corps, Inc. as a nonprofit corporation and 
approved by the Internal Revenue Service as a 501 C(3) organization. 
Donations are tax deductible.

Matching Gifts

You can make your donation dollars go further by having your employer match 
your gift to the Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club.  

Monthly Participation

We invite you to continue to work with the Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club on 
the monthly  Trail Work Days every second Saturday of the month and join 
us for special events like the Garlic Mustard Pull in April and National Trail 
Day in June. 

If you prefer, you may also give by mail:

Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club  
Attn: Tom Okerberg, Treasurer   
Whitlock Accounting Services  
739 Kennesaw Ave. Ext. NE   
Marietta, GA 30060 

For more information, contact Jay 
Haney, Development Director  
770-424-0635.

The Man is Ted Ragsdale, Age 86, 
when this photo was taken at our 
January 8, 2005.  The unidentified cub 
scout  is only 6.  Together, they were 
part of our maintenance crew that day!

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org


Newsletter   3

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

 “Earthworks” is published monthly by the Kennesaw 
Mountain Trails Corps. 

  Editor: Fred Feltmann  
    770-516-9120
  E-mail: faf1948@bellsouth.net
Additional Volunteers needed! Call today!

Special Thanks To This Year’s 
National Trails Day Sponsors!
Special Thanks To This Year’s National Trails Day 
Sponsors!

Many of the sponsors listed below have supported the Trail 
Club for years & some of the sponsors are new partners 
this year.  Either way, these area merchants show they 
value the natural beauty of Kennesaw Mountain National 
Battlefield Park and the work the Trail Club does every month 
to preserve the Park.

Please stop by these merchants & give them a big “Thank 
you!”

REI - door prizes - 2 Day Packs & two $50 Gift Certificates 
- 740 Ernest Barrett Pkwy 

Big Peach Running Co. - $50 Gift Certificate & many 
energy bars to keep us going - 1625 Ridenour Boulevard 
off Barrett Pkwy

Daily Grind Coffee – free coffee got our morning off to 
a delicious start!  The Shops at Due West on Due West 
Road

Chik-Fil-A – Free sandwich coupons for all volunteers! - 830 
Ernest Barrett Pkwy

Target - 740 Ernest Barrett Pkwy – energy bars for 
volunteers

Kroger – many area stores – many cases of bottled water

Costco – energy bars for volunteers and a $25 gift certificate 
for Club expenses for the National Trails Day Event.

Trail Ambassador Program 
Expands!
Our Trail Club is very proud of the new Trail Ambassador 
program that began last November.  The eight (8) original 
Trail Ambassadors were trained by the park staff to help fill 
the growing need for visibility in the park.  We were a group 
of regular walkers, hikers, and horseback riders.  Because 
of the increasing number of visitors and users of park trails, 
Ambassadors were ideal for assisting trail users with maps 
of the area and explanations of the historic features on 
those trails.  
There was, and still is, a need to have Ambassadors in and 
around the Visitor Center on weekends to guide visitors to 
the many weekend programs.  Artillery demonstrations, Civil 
War rifles and their operation, the flags of the Civil War and 
the life of the ordinary soldier are included in living history 
presentations on many weekends.  It is a great sight and 
learning experience for young and old alike to see how 
soldiers lived and dressed during this period.  Ambassadors 
have guided entire families to see these demonstrations, to 
visit the museum and see the film presentation, as well as 
visiting the wonderful gift store where visitors can buy books 
on each of the separate Civil War campaigns in our area.  
The Trail Ambassadors, since the initial training and learning 
about park history and future initiatives, have developed our 
own PowerPoint presentation of what a Trail Ambassador 
needs to know!  We now have the ability to train new recruits 
in small groups whenever we have those interested parties.  
We have seventeen (17) Ambassadors in khaki uniforms 
and park volunteer caps who are on the trails and around 
the Visitor Center.  Ambassadors also support the monthly 
Trail Work Days by conducting registration and directing 
parking. We have young (age 23) and old (age 70s), four 
couples who enjoy working together, retired school teachers 
and businessmen who enjoy volunteering and giving of their 
time to assist others in our wonderful park.  We are currently 
averaging over 170 volunteer hours per month and, since 
our beginning, have close to 1200 man hours of volunteer 
service.  
We are still looking for volunteer ambassadors who can 
spend some time around the Visitor Center on weekends, 
or walking the same trails they currently walk, in uniform, as 
a Trail Ambassador.  Volunteering is fun and it sure makes 
us all feel good.  Give us a call!!   

David Strand

We Are Appreciated!
(A note received by the Park Staff)

Hey y’all!  I have been consistently enjoying the mountain/
trails, etc. 3 and 4 times a week for the past 2 years.  The 
park improvements that have been happening all along are 
very much noticed and totally appreciated.

Please pass the word on to everyone involved that they are 
doing a phenomenal job and to please keep up the good 
work!  Thank you everyone!

Have a great day!!   
 Tootles,   
  Charlotte

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
mailto:faf1948@bellsouth.net
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Calendar of events

2nd saturday Workday november 13, 2010
Park Service area

Time: 8:30 am – 1:30 Pm
Continue construction of the new mountain trail and other 
projects depending on the number of volunteers available

2nd saturday Workday deCember 11, 2010
Park Service area

Time: 8:30 am – 1:30 Pm
Continue construction of the new mountain trail and other 
projects depending on the number of volunteers available

2nd saturday Workday January 8, 2011
Park Service area

Time: 8:30 am – 1:30 Pm
Continue construction of the new mountain trail and other 
projects depending on the number of volunteers available

Mark Your Calendars!
Upcoming Work Day Schedule:  
Nov. 13th trail work day  
Dec. 11th trail work day  
Jan. 8th trail work day  
Feb. 12th trail work day  
Mar. 12th trail work day 

Our trail work days are open to the public on the 2nd 
Saturday of each month and are a wonderful way to get 
outside & enjoy nature while helping preserve the national 
park for future visitors. We meet at the maintenance 
buildings up the hill from the Visitor Center at 8:30 a.m. and 
usually are finished by 1:00 p.m. Activities usually include 
the use of shovels, rakes, picks, and other tools to fix 
erosion problems on the 20+ mile trail system.  Please do 
not wear open-toed shoes & long pants are recommended.  
 
As winter months approach, weather conditions can change 
quickly.  We value our volunteers’ health, comfort and safety 
so to promote safer work conditions, we’ll cancel work days 
if the temperature is below 40 degrees and/or there’s a high 
probability of precipitation.  If we must cancel a workday, 
we’ll post an announcement on the front page of the KMTC 
website at: www.kennesawmountaintrailclub.org  

If your school, church, business, or community organization 
would like to schedule a special work day as a team 
building or public service activity, e-mail us at kmtctrails@
kennesawmountaintrailclub.org at least 4 weeks in 
advance. Tail work can be perofrmed any day of the week. 
 
We work closely with the Park Service and assist 
the park staff by providing critically needed volunteer 
effort to install signs, build bridges, and maintain the 
20+ miles of trails. Since our beginning in 2002, the 
Trail Club has donated over 25,000 volunteer hours 
to Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park. 
 
We hope to see you at a work day soon!

KMTC Hosts A Booth with Keep 
Cobb Beautiful
Anne and David Strand, Jay Dement and Jay Haney host 
a booth to show off opportunities to Cobb County Teachers 
in conjunction with Keep Cobb Beautiful

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
http://www.kennesawmountaintrailclub.org/
mailto:kmtctrails@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
mailto:kmtctrails@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
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VOLUNTEER HOURS 
INCREASE THIS YEAR!
Each year the Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club submits 
its annual report of volunteer hours to the Volunteer 
Coordinator, Retha Stephens, at the Kennesaw Mountain 
National Battlefield Park.  The number of trail maintenance 
hours for this year was impacted by the unusually rainy 
and cold weather which caused the cancellation of 4 of the 
regular monthly trail work days.  The number of hours for the 
Garlic Mustard Pull was reduced since it was not held on a 
regularly scheduled Trail Work Day.  The initiation of the Trail 
Ambassador program in November 2009 with 8 volunteers 
and its gradual increase to 17 volunteers generated an 
additional 1159 hours.  Using the categories assigned by 
the National Park Service, the hours reported for this federal 
fiscal year (10/1/09-9/30/10) were the following: 

Trail Maintenance•  
Number of Volunteers = 623 
Hours of Volunteer Service = 5493

Natural Resource Protection (Garlic • 
Mustard Pull ) 
Number of Volunteers = 10 
Hours of Volunteer Service = 50

Trail Ambassador Hours•  
Number of Volunteers = 17 
Hours of Volunteer Service = 1159

THE TOTAL NUMBER VOLUNTEER HOURS FOR THIS 
YEAR was 6702; this is an increase of 1122 hours from 
2009 when 5580 hours were reported.  According to the 
organization Independent Sector that publishes a yearly 
dollar value for volunteer hours, the latest rate is $20.85 per 
hour.  Based on that rate, the value of the contribution of 
the Trail Club to the national park for this year is $139,737.  
The Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club can be very proud 
of this significant contribution and of the hard work of its  
volunteers this year.

Anne Strand  
Membership Director 

Trail work performed since the 
2009 Annual Meeting
Oct. 3, 2009 -- Scott & Melissa Mackay -- legacy 

trail near VC
Oct. 10, 2009 -- Monthly Workday -- 

 1) DW at backside of Little K at bottom --  
 2) DW at Camp Brumby Cutoff Trail at 
Mountain Dr. crosswalk 

Nov. 14, 2009 -- Monthly Workday -- unclog pipe 
at picnic area on Cheatham Hill Road & RGDs 
on trail 

Nov. 21, 2009 -- unclog culvert & apply screenings 
on Kolb Farm Connector trail  

Dec. 12, 2009 --> cancelled Monthly Workday 
(weather)

Dec. 19, 2009 -- apply screenings on fire road 
backside of Little K 

Jan. 9, 2010 --> cancelled Monthly Workday 
(weather) 

Feb. 6, 2010 -- Eagle Scout -- close social trail from 
CCC camp to Mountain Dr.

Feb. 13, 2010 --> cancelled Monthly Workday 
(weather)

Feb. 20, 2010 -- Barfield Bottoms causeway 

Mar. 13, 2010 --> cancelled Monthly Workday 
(weather)

Mar. 20, 2010 -- Barfield Bottoms causeway
Mar. 27, 2010 -- Annual Garlic Mustard Pull  

(should be mid-to-late April in future) 

Apr. 10, 2010 -- Monthly Workday 
1) Barfield Bottoms causeway  
2) fire road backside of Little K  
3) staircase backside of Little K 

May 8, 2010 -- Monthly Workday -- Staircase 
backside of Little K 

June 5, 2010 -- National Trails Day -- Big K trails

Continued on  Page 6

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
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July 10, 2010 -- Monthly Workday -- Staircase 

Backside of Little K 

July 17, 18, & 21, 2010 -- Eagle Scout -- Rock 
steps on back of Little K at top

Aug 13, 2010 -- The Walker School -- Big K trails
Aug 14, 2010 -- Monthly Workday -- Fire road & 

trail on south bank of Noses Creek

Sept. 11, 2010 -- Monthly Workday --  
1) closed trails & installed RGD on Kolb Farm 
East trail  
2) Girl Scouts litter pick up near VC

Sept. 18 & 19, 2010 -- Eagle Scout -- Rock cribs on 
back of Little K near scenic rock

Trails Supervisor Report 
26 Oct 2010
Regular Trail Work this period:

Performed general trail maintenance on Big •	
Kennesaw (Walker School Day)
Restored 50 yards of South Hardage Mill trail •	
along bank of Noses Creek 
Closed 3 old trails off Kolb Farm East •	

Replaced fencing and improved trail tread at •	
upper switchback on Little Kennesaw (Hands 
on Atlanta Day)
Restored grade dips and improved trail tread •	
on Pigeon Hill trail from Burnt Hickory to 
just below earthworks
Pruned Pigeon Hill Cut-off trail•	

Improved trail tread on Pigeon Hill Cut-off •	
trail

Upcoming Trail Work:

Restore grade dips and improve trail tread on •	
saddle area between Big Kennesaw and Little 
Kennesaw (11/13)

 Erosion control on main trail up Big •	
Kennesaw (12/11)
Add fencing at two places for closed trails off •	
Kolb Farm East (1/08) 

Youth Service Projects:

Alex Rinaudo has completed rebuild of •	
rock steps above the southeast turn on Little 
Kennesaw (8/10)
Nick Nani has completed cribbing and •	
widening below upper switchback on Little 
Kennesaw (10/17)
Rhett Llewallyn needs to complete his •	
project of cribbing and widening below upper 
switchback on Little Kennesaw by 2/25/11
Tyler McNally has plans to build fencing to •	
protect the rifle pits along the new trail near 
the visitor center

Crew Leader Education

10/18 First Aid/CPR class was cancelled – •	
will be rescheduled
Ditch Witch class is being planned for •	
November
Crew Leader Classes are “confirmed” for 3 •	
weekends in February
Crew Leader Orientation class is being •	
developed

Scott Mackay

Trail Work - Fiscal Year 2009 
Continued from Page 5

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
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Norfolk Southern Corp. Gives 
Little K A Facelift
On October 2, the Trail Club participated in the annual 
Hands On Atlanta (HOA) Day event.  HOA Day is a 
special metro-area wide event organized by Hands on 
Atlanta who serves as the central coordinating agency 
enabling over 300 volunteer projects to occur in a single 
day -- Oct. 2nd.  By sponsoring a project in conjunction 
with Hands on Atlanta, we were able to have almost $600 
of materials donated to the Trail Club for the event.  We 
decided installing new split-rail fencing at the top of Little 
K mountain was a perfectly sized project for the budget. 
 
The employees of Norfolk Southern Corp. adopted 
our project and provided 75 hard-working volunteers 
who did a 1st class job!  First, they carried all the new 
fencing material on a 25-minute hike just to get it to 
the worksite; then removed all the old fencing that had 
rotted or fallen over; drilled post holes (no easy task 
on Little K!!); and installed almost 200 ft. of beautiful, 
well-constructed fence that should last for many years! 
 
While many teams worked on the fence, other teams 
worked to widen & re-direct the trail at a spot where it 
was running into the old fence.  By digging up boulders 
with pulaskis & rock bars, then dragging them into place 
with rock straps & man-power, they built a crib wall that 
creates a solid platform to prevent the new 4 ft. wide 
trail from slipping down hill into the fence line again. 
 
It was amazing to see this incredible group from Norfolk 
Southern hike all the equipment & materials into the 
worksite and about 3 hours later hike back out with a 
finished fence & a trail re-route completed in their wake! As 
you’re hiking on Little K, you can give a silent “thanks” to the 
NS Corp. volunteers for investing their time at Kennesaw 
Mountain NB Park and making a big difference!

A Successful And Satisfying Month of Volunteerism at Kennesaw 
Mountain National Battlefield Park!
Many different businesses, schools, churches, & clubs have come to Kennesaw Mountain over the years to volunteer their 
time & talents with the Trail Club to maintain the 20+ miles of trails in the Park -- and we thank you!!  During October, this 
year, two community groups each selected a weekend to volunteer at the park.  It's hard keeping 20 miles of trails in good 
shape with just 1 "official" workday a month - (the 2nd Sat. of each month) - so with Hands on Atlanta participating on 
10/2 and an Eagle Scout work project on 10/17 the Trail Club was able to work on the trails 3 WEEKENDS during October! 
See more on these 2 workdays in the following 2 articles ..... 

Scouting is Alive and Well...
Eagle Scout Nick Nani and his friends from school took 
on a project on Little K that required 3 workdays to 
complete. The main focus of Nick's Eagle Project was 
building a "crib" or retaining wall out of boulders & large 
rocks so the trail tread for hikers can be held in place.  The 
pictures here show how bad the situation had become 
with hikers needing to climb almost 10 feet down the 
slope to get around a very difficult outcropping of rocks. 
A huge amount of erosion was occurring since 100% 
of hikers were having to climb down around the rocks. 
 
Nick's team of loyal friends -- many of whom came out for 
all 3 workdays -- completed the main rock crib on Sept. 
18 & 19. The herculean effort included removing a 20" 
tree stump; widening & smoothing the trail; and moving 
stones & boulders (some about 400 lbs.) to clear a 3 
ft. wide trail tread over the top of the rocks. <see pics> 
On Oct. 17, Nick's team of friends from his high school 
band & from Troop 75 returned to put finishing touches 
on the rock crib and to tackle an additional 100+ feet 
of trail with widening, smoothing, and minor cribbing. 
 
This volunteer work by Nick & his friends has created big 
improvements on Little K that will help hikers for decades to come! 
Congratulations, Nick, on attaining your rank of Eagle 
Scout!

Nick Nani’s Eagle Scout Project Volunteers

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
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Hands On Atlanta Work Day - 10/02/10
Before                    &                   After
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Hands On Atlanta Work Day - 
10/2/10
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Nick Nani Eagle Project 
Before  and  After

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
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Work Day - 10/9/10 - 140 Strong!!!!!
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Trail Club Shirts and 
Merchandise Available
http://www.cafepress.com/kennesaw_trails 

100% Cotton Denim Embroidered Shirt $35.00
Support your club and 
Kennesaw Mountain 
National Battlefield Park 
by showing the colors.  
We have a selection of 
shirts both long-sleeved 
a n d  s h o r t - s l e e v e d 
available in our online 
Gear Store.  20% of the 
purchase price of any 
of our products goes 
directly to support the 
park. 

The yellow tee shirt 
($17.99) with the club logo on the back has become the 
default standard uniform shirt for trail workdays. The bright 
yellow color stands out in the woods, and the logo is clearly 
visible when you are bent over swinging a Pulaski or a 
MacCloud.  

If you would like to have one or more shirts at this price, e-mail 
Jay Dement at kmtctees@kennesawmountaintrailclub.
org with your name, size, and quantity of shirts.  The Yellow 
shirt is available at a special price of $15.00 during Trail 
Maintenance on the second Saturday of the month.  

Contact List - Updated 10/21/10
Position  name   e-mail

President    Jerry Givan  kmtcpresident@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Vice President   Randy Whiten kmtcvp@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org 
Secretary/Historian  Anne Strand kmtcsecretary@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Development Director  Jay Haney  kmtcfinance@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Trails Supervisor   Scott Mackay kmtctrails@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Membership Director  Anne Strand  kmtcmembership@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Outreach Director   Jim Dement  kmtcoutreach@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Youth Service Projects Donald Olds  kmtcyouth@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Communications Director Fred Feltmann kmtccomm@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Editor     Fred Feltmann kmtccomm@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Information Tech Dir.  Jim Moylan
Webmaster    Sue Crane  suecrane@mac.com
Website        http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org/
T-Shirt Ordering   Jay Dement  kmtctees@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Trail Ambassadors  Jay Dement  kmtctees@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org  

Reporting Your Hours - 
An Important Aspect of 
Volunteering!
“TIME = Money for the Park  - Each Volunteer is currently 
worth more than $20.00/hr.”
Yes, we all are guilty - forgetting/neglecting to report our 
hours for working.  How many hours did we REALLY 
work for the Park last year?  Was it 500 hours, 2000, or 
maybe 5000????  Have  you spent time outside of our 
2nd Saturday Workdays helping the Park - e.g. spent time 
picking up trash, fixing drainage, helping with events, or 
club administration?

If you signed the roster at an event, your time is recorded. 
Otherwise you need to report it through the form on the 
website.  

Youth Service Project candidates need to report total hours 
for their project to the Trail Club and to the Park before their 
project is considered complete.

Help us out this coming year - Please enter your hours on 
the website - it’s currently near the top of the first page - or 
go directly to http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org/
formmail.html.

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
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Sponsors/Partners Corner
Many thanks to our Sponsors and Partners for their 
support!
http://americanhiking.org

BARRETT PARKWAY AND TOWN CENTER AT COBB

December Newsletter Deadline
If you wish to have an article published in the December 
Newsletter, please submit it to Fred Feltmann at 
faf1948@bellsouth.net no later than November 30th!

Daily Grind
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