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August Work Day Cancelled!

Wow, the rain has really been coming down these past
weeks. Those of you who have been out on the hiking
trails in the park have no doubt seen the abundance of
puddles and muddy spots, or at least the remnants where
more daring soles have left footprints (and hoof prints) in
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September Trail Work Days.

There will be two Trail Work Days this month - September
9th and September 30th (Public Lands Day). See page 3
for details and page 6 to sign up.

Comments from Interim KMTC
President, Regarding Proposed Park
Changes
(Pages 14 & 15, herein.)

I don’t know how many of you have reviewed the National
Park Service Proposal regarding fee changes and the
Mountain Road Plan, so I am sharing my thoughts.
First, many of you know of my past involvement with
Chattahoochee (our neighboring NRA) and Acadia (NP in
Maine). Chattahoochee already charges for their parking
and has done so for quite a few years. And, Acadia has
charged for admission for as long as I can remember. With
our park visitation growing so much over these past years,
it is probably overdue for this change. A question you
might ask is: What about our volunteers, will they need to
pay to park?” The answer is no. We will park volunteers
in the fields near where our events are, much as we have
already been doing. And those of us who volunteer at the
visitor center will continue to park in that field or up toward
the maintenance buildings. For me, I have a lifetime senior
pass that gives me free parking at all national parks. For
non-seniors you can buy one too if you feel you need one.
And, if KEMO follows CHAT and ANP, there will be free
annual passes for frequent volunteers.
As for the closing of the Mountain Road, this is already being
done at Acadia for their peak days. And, our road is far more
dangerous than the one on Cadillac Mountain. They have
wide lanes and “coping stones” (guard rails of rock). We
have narrow lanes and no guard rails. Our mountain road
is also now closed on weekends.
I am supporting these changes and helping to get them
implemented gracefully.

Scott Mackay

Acting President, KMTC
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SCA Summer Visit Final Report

The SCA had a very successful visit with Kennesaw
Mountain National Battlefield Park and the Trail Club. You
can find a copy of their report at:
http://www.kennesawmountaintrailclub.org/documents/
newsletters/SCA%20KMNBP%20Final%20Report.pdf.
We look forward to future visits with them - we all benefited
from their efforts.

Nominations of KMTC Officers

Board members present at the August 26, 2017 Board
meeting acted as the nominating committee for the officers of
the Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club for FFY 2018. Additional
nominations can be made at the General Meeting on
September 23, 2017.

President
•

Scott Mackay

Vice President
•

Donald Olds

Secretary
•

Vacant

Treasurer
•

Tom Okerberg

Trails Director
•

Bruce Rugg

Director (Scouts)
•

Vacant

Trail Ambassador Director
•

Janie Brier

Historian
•

Rusty Bradley

Communications Director
•

Fred Feltmann

Community Volunteers Director
•

Rena Bailey

Information Technology/Social Media
Director
•

Jerry Givan

Director of Program Planning
•

Jay Haney

Director of Plants
•
“Earthworks” is published monthly by the Kennesaw
Mountain Trails Club.
		Editor:
Fred Feltmann
				770-516-9120
		E-mail: faf1948@bellsouth.net
Additional Volunteers needed! Call today!

Danny Leigh

Fundraising Director
• Peter Stell
Logistics Director
• Paul Eubanks
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September 9, 2017 Trail Work Day

Sept 9, 2017 – This will take place on the Kolb Farm Trails.
Volunteers should start assembling at the Kolb Farm Cabin
on Powder Springs Road between 8 – 8:30 AM. Please
park at the cabin area; do not park at the Horse Parking
Lot. The work zone is only a short walk away and we plan
to finish up between 12 – 1:00 PM.
KEN HALE, KMTC TRAIL DIRECTOR

August Work Day Cancelled!
Continued from Page 1

September 30, 2017 Trail Work Day Public Lands Day

Sept 30, 2017 – Volunteers meet 8 – 8:30 AM at the Burnt
Hickory Road Parking Lot. Crews will fan out in several
different directions from there. We will finish up by 1 PM.
This will make up for the July/August trail work days that
were cancelled due to bad weather. Be sure to dress for
the weather, wear sturdy shoes, no open toes, sandals, etc.
We will supply gloves, water and snacks.
KEN HALE, KMTC TRAIL DIRECTOR

the soft trail tread.

Unfortunately all of this rain and resulting mud has caused
us to cancel several events and push our trail maintenance
work outward on our time line. I cannot remember a time
in the past 15 years with this much rain.
An event that did not get rained out was the remembrance
event for the 153rd anniversary of Battle of Kennesaw
Mountain. Living history volunteers came from many places
to fire cannons, shoot rifles, play marching music, and tell us
about how life was in those days of 1864. And,
a good turn out of our volunteer Ambassadors
helped make sure people knew what was going
on, when it would start and where to go to see it.

Tool Inventory Completed

One of the jobs we undertake periodically in the KMTC is
to inventory our tools, equipment, and consumables, clean
out the tool shed, remove and repair broken tools, and
reorganize everything. This was completed the last week
of July. Most of the work was completed by SCA camper
Anna on Wednesday. She did a real yeoman’s job. If you’ve
done this before and know how much fun this is, you know
you owe her big time.

There were also some ranger-led history hikes
over the past weeks. If you have never been on
a ranger-led hike, you are missing out on one
of the park’s greatest experiences. Knowing
the history of the places you are hiking past (or
jogging past) will give you a deeper vision of
this great place. Watch the park calendar for
the next scheduled hike.
If all goes well, our September Saturday trail
work day will go on as planned. I am personally
looking forward to leading a team of hardy
volunteers to doing some erosion mitigation
work on a particular section of trail that I hike
often. If you like to try your hand at some trail
work, please sign up to come out and help. We’ll
teach you how it’s done and you will see the results of your
work in a few hours time.
In closing, please remember that the Kennesaw Mountain
Trail Club is an all-volunteer non-profit organization. The
many of us you meet on the trails, in and around the visitor
center, and helping at history events, do this because we
love what we do. However, as an organization we do have
expenses and we do need some financial help. Please
consider making a donation to help us with our mission to
protect and preserve this great park while also introducing
the community to volunteering and teaching them some
history and stewardship. (See page 8 herein for details.)

The rest of SCA came in Saturday morning and completed
the work. Then, Anna had a tool shed open house and
served water and healthy snacks (oops- have to revise the
healthy snacks inventory now).
The SCA crew worked exceptionally hard over the last month
and brought a lot of expertise to their work. They were a
joy to work with. You will notice their work throughout the
Park as you hike or work on the trails.

Bill Gurry

Scott Mackay

Acting President, KMTC
Newsletter 3

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

A Special Thanks!

Each year we have various groups who come out and help
us. Henceforth, we will make every attempt to list your group
here for the current/past fiscal year. If you are participating
as a group, be sure to let us know when you are registering!
Following is a list, in alphabetical order, of the groups who
participated during Fiscal 2016 (October 2015- September
2016) and Fiscal 2017 (October 2016 - Present):

FY 2016
20’s and 30’s Hikers
Allatoona HS Beta Club
Allatoona HS National Honor Society
Allatoona HS NJROTC
Atlanta Outdoor Club
Bank Of America
Boy Scout Troop 4 Eagle Scout Project, Kennesaw, GA
Boy Scout Troop 29
Boy Scout Troop 75
Boy Scout Troop 75, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 252, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 422
Boy Scout Troop 479 - Eagle Scout Project
Cub Scout Pack 353
Cub Scout Pack 405
Cub Scout Pack 1714
Bank Of America
Boy Scout Troop 75, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 565, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 795, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 1011, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 1776
Community First Service Day (From New Zealand)
Cub Scout Pack 995
East Paulding High School AFJROTC
Flight Works
Fresenius Medical Care Group
Hillgrove HS NJROTC
Jr. Civitan International Group (200 participants)
Kennesaw Mountain HS Key Club
Kennesaw Mountain HS NJROTC
KSU Accounting Class 4600
Kennesaw State University - Greek Day
Kennesaw State University - Volunteer KSU
Kennesaw State University - Omega Phi Alpha Fraternity
Kennesaw State University - KSUZTA Sorority
Kennesaw State University
Marietta HS National Honor Society

Marietta HS Skills USA
Martha Stewart Bulloch Society Children of the American 		
Revolution
Mountain Road Elementary School Beta Club
McClesky YMCA
McEachern HS Beta Club
McEachern HS Robotics Team
Northwest Atlanta YMCA
Phobio
Pope High School National Honor Society
REI
U.S. Navy Reservists
Venturing Crew 1011
Woodstock HS NJROTC
FY 2017
Atlanta Outdoor Club
Allatoona HS Beta Club
Austin Middle School
Benchmark Physical Therapy  
Beta Alpha Psi (KSU)
Boy Scout Troop 252
Boy Scout Troop 540 - Eagle Scout Project
Campbell HS Beta Club
Cub Scout Pack 11
Cub Scout Pack 405
Campbell High School Beta Club
Hillgrove High School NJROTC
Home Depot
International Academy ( Smyrna)
Keep Cobb Beautiful
Kennesaw Mtn HS NJROTC
Kennesaw Mountain HS Key Club
King’s Academy JROTC
KSU
KSU Delta Sigma Pi
Ranstaad Temporary
KSU Honors Beta Club
Staffing
McEachern HS Beta Club
Venture Crew 75
North Atlanta Church
Volunteer KSU
Pope HS Honor Society
Woodstock HS NJROTC
The August Work Day was cancelled because of adverse
(weather-related) trail conditions - look forward to seeing
you all on September 9th.
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FY 2017 Trail Ambassador Trail
Ambassador Report

Invasive Plant Eradication Program

Although the 2017 fiscal year doesn’t end until 30 September,
the outstanding contributions from the Trail Ambassadors
demands recognition now. Who wants to wait until the end
of September to hear such well earned praise?
Ranger Amanda Corman and I conducted 6 orientations.
We added 12 new Trail Ambassadors to our group. It is
with regret we said goodbye to 7 of our group. Happily
these folks are going on to other interesting opportunities
and not leaving due to illness or injury. Currently there are
17 people on the list as trail ambassador candidates, 7 who
have partially completed the requirements.
In addition to the folks who daily hike and ride the trails
- who go unsung , sometimes unthanked, but never
unappreciated - from October, 2016 through August 22,
2017 Trail Ambassadors supported:
• 14 Every Kid in a Park events serving 11 schools and
1400 children.
• 4 Field Trips consisting of groups as small as 30 to
as large as 150
• 8 Club Trail work days
• 7 Ranger Guided Hikes
• 4 Trail Ambassador guided Hikes
• Arbor Day
• Park Day
• Junior Ranger Day
• 1 Kid Cannon Crew day
• 4 Artillery Demonstrations
• The Battle Anniversary weekend – 2 days of support
for artillery and infantry demonstrations, 4 TA led
hikes of 24 gun trail
• Parking assistance for 4 History Lectures
Special recognition to Cam Graham who coordinated with
the Pope High School National Honor Society to provide
a monthly group to work on the invasive plants removal
program. He also facilitated 2 invasive plant removal
days with the Kennesaw Mountain High School Key Club.
Supporting Cam in these projects were Danny Leigh and
Karen Petrella.

In May, Cam led a small group cutting privet between
Cheatham Hill Rd and the Old John Ward Rd trail and in
June, Cam and Karen led a small group to cut privet at the
small creek near the Burnt Hickory field. Curt and I led a
small group up to the base of Little K and cut 8 trees out of
the trail with some of those being fairly large oaks that came
down in the storms.
In July, we worked with the SCA group for 4 days clearing big
privet with loppers and handsaws. We worked along the Old
John Ward Rd trail between Whitlock and Cheatham Hill Rd.
Thanks to Cam, Harry and Pic for helping to supervise and
work on clearing privet. We worked in an area a little larger
than 2 acres with some of the trees being 6” in diameter
and 15-25’ tall.
July and August work trail days were cancelled but we still
managed to work on kudzu along Kennesaw Ave. and privet
along Burnt Hickory Rd. We’ve also been able to work a few
hours each week in various places in the park like the Tree
of Heaven on Big K and the privet along Ward Creek and
along the Kolb Farm East trail.
For September, we plan to foliar spray the Ward Creek
bamboo site. In May, Cam, Eric and I cut down most of
the tall shoots so that the foliage would be smaller this fall.
According to most literature I have read Sept/Oct are the
best months to spray bamboo. Last Oct Harry and I sprayed
a section of the bamboo site and it still looks great. Hopefully
we’ll have similar results this year.
Lastly, starting sometime later this year, we hope to have
a few Honor Society group work days with Cam and me.
Last winter we had groups from Pope HS and Kennesaw
Mountain HS and had really productive days. Take a look
at Activity field #1 along Old 41 (across Ridenour), and you
might notice that there is no longer a hedge of privet all
around the woods.

Danny Leigh
Plants Director

The time you volunteer to the park is a priceless gift to the
community. It is literally the most valuable gift one can give.
Without the many volunteer hours the park trails would not
be so well maintained. Safety concerns might go unknown
or unaddressed. The park staff would not be able to offer
either the number or quality of programs offered at the park.
My deepest thanks for your hard work and your dedication
to the park and to this club.

Janie Brier

Trail Ambassador Director
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Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club Calendar

Date		 Time		Location		
Event
September, 2017
9/9		
8:30 am - 1 pm Kolb Farm Cabin		
September Work Day
9/30
8:30 am - 1 pm Burnt Hickory &		
Public Lands Day
					 Old Mountain Rd. Parking Lot
(NOTE: Entrance to Parking lot is NOT at the 		
								
intersection of Old Mountain Rd and Burnt Hickory!)
								
It is further west on Burnt Hickory.			
October, 2017
10/14

8:30 am - 1 pm

TBD		

October Work Day

Register for
Our Work
Days!

Be sure to register
online for our Work
Days at https://
signup.com/go/M6cZxy. By registering, we can be better
prepared with the amount of tools, bottled water, gloves,
etc. on hand.

Mark Your Calendars!

Upcoming Work Day Schedule:
Our trail work days are open to the public on the 2nd
Saturday of each month and are a wonderful way to get
outside & enjoy nature while helping preserve the national
park for future visitors. There will also be a trail work day
on September 30th. Registration will begin around 8:10
am. See the calendar, above, for specific Parking area
locations. The program will begin at 8:30 am and we
usually are finished by 1:00 p.m. Activities usually include
the use of shovels, rakes, picks, and other tools to fix
erosion problems on the 20+ mile trail system. Please do
not wear open-toed shoes. Long pants are recommended.
In case of inclement weather and we must cancel a workday,
we’ll post an announcement on the front page of the KMTC
website at: www.kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

building or public service activity, e-mail us at kmtctrails@
kennesawmountaintrailclub.org at least 4 weeks in
advance. Trail work can be performed any day of the week.
We work closely with the Park Service and assist
the park staff by providing critically needed volunteer
effort to install signs, build bridges, and maintain the
20+ miles of trails. Since our beginning in 2002, the
Trail Club has donated over 45,000 volunteer hours
to Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park.
We hope to see you at a work day soon!

If your school, church, business, or community organization
would like to schedule a special work day as a team
Newsletter 6
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Calling all Crew Leaders
Trail Skills Workshop
November 4, 2017

Ken Hale and Bruce Rugg, our current and future KMTC Trails Directors, invite all
Crew Leaders to join Jay Dement on Saturday, November 4, for a trail maintaining
refresher workshop on the back side of Little “K.” During this session we will explore
more efficient methods of getting water off the trail and see some recent work by the
SCA Kids as we go up Pigeon Hill.
Our work will concentrate on restoring the tread on Section 212. This trail has eroded
and people have created a reroute below the original trail. We will build a rock crib
wall to support the crush and dirt that will raise the tread, all from materials in the area.
Finally, we will trash the old trail. Follow the “Trails” link at www.jaydphotos.com for
a review of work on Section 216.
We’ll start at Whistle Stop for breakfast, of course, at 8:00, then make our way over to
the Burnt Hickory parking lot, pick up tools, have the safety talk and make our way up
the mountain. To register, click on https://goo.gl/forms/Wbt1Se9bsTUvwaKg2; for
questions, contact Bruce Rugg brucearugg@comcast.net or Jay Dement jay@jayphotos.
com
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Think Fifteen (15) for Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club

Please pay attention, or as Doug Tasse liked to say: LISTEN UP! (Read this….please)

For almost the last six years, he served as the Trail Director and as the President. While performing as a
volunteer, along with several thousand others over the years, we’ve made significant improvements to Kennesaw
Mountain NBP. He believed that we’ll all agree that we enjoy aiding the park.
While many of our projects are funded by the park, there is frequently a need to supplement with additional
money to complete our work. We’re sure that you, like us, enjoy showing off all the work volunteers have done.
The funds from the Park do help with the upkeep, but without our volunteer labor, the park simply would not
be as it is today and what it will be in the future.
We need money for our uncommitted funds; this money is used to cover additional expenses for our projects,
the purchase and maintenance of both tools and equipment, gloves, water, snacks and other associated
expenses. Also, we have corporation and insurance costs to cover. Please keep in mind that we are an allvolunteer organization, no paid staff or board members. All donations to the Trail Club support our work
at the park, and are tax deductible.
We are a nationally recognized club - having been presented the highest award in the National Park Service
in 2014, “The Hartzog Award for Volunteer Group.”
We appreciate everyone who worked with me on the trails. Now, we still need your help. To everyone who
comes and works, thank you. To everyone that supports our club, thank you too. We need everyone to donate.
As we approach our fifteenth year, we ask you to please think ‘15’, like $15.. $30.. $45….. $150…
$1500.    Get the idea? Together we’ve done good work and had a good time but now we need your
help to continue!!! Please send your tax deductible contribution to:
Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club*                                                       
Attn: Tom Okerberg
Whitlock Accounting Services
739 Kennesaw Avenue NW
Marietta, Ga. 30060
Donate Online: by using Guidestar on the Trail Club website
http://www.kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
* Corporate name is KEMO Trail Corps, Inc., a 501(c)(3)
organization.
ALSO: Please check with employers about matching donations.

Think Fifteen ($)
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My Time with the SCA “Kids”
Jay M Dement

This was my third season with a group of SCA kids, working
on our trails. I am constantly impressed and encouraged at
the level of dedication these young people from the Student
Conservation Association bring. Eight high schoolers led by
an assistant and two crew leaders, spent a month in our park
doing all kinds of projects. Bill Gurry and Geoff Grosguth
and I were lucky to get three days of their time.
We started our work on the Little Kennesaw Trail just past
the Little Kennesaw Cutoff. Three water diversion devices
were installed, using up-to-date techniques. Sufficient outsloping was created to encourage water to leave the trail.
A “critical edge” was featured to define the side of the trail
and allow for more efficient water drainage.
Later in July, we spent two days on one big project. There
are a number of places along the Little Kennesaw Trail where
“braids” have developed when people create reroutes below
the original tread. Our objective in this area was to restore
the original trail and close off the reroute.
In order to accomplish this, both ends were refortified with
rock to make passing easier. On one end several rocks were
laid in to establish a ramp up to the tread. The other end
needed a rock build-up to get through a pinch point. Lots
of crushed rock was used to provide support and drainage
in the area.

Pinch point at high end of section

The big part of the project was establishing a rock crib wall to
support the tread. A large boulder was brought into position
and supported with crush and smaller rocks. A trench was
dug and anchor rocks were planted. Once the wall was
established, the tread was built up with crush and dirt.
These projects were built for long term sustainability. I
believe with the amount of crush we used, the rock will
remain intact for a long time. The diversion devices should,
with light “refreshing” annually, serve hikers for many years.
These young people should be applauded not only for their
investment, in the work they did this month, but for their
support of parks, forests and other wild areas in America. I
look forward to working with them again.

Photos on this page and the following page were by
Jay Dement.

Low End of section
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Archaeological Work at Kennesaw
Mountain

There will be archaeologists here from a county contractor
conducting metal detector testing along the proposed/planned
multi use trail routes. They have a permit from SEAC and we are
aware of their presence. They will have reflective vests on while
working and will be along the sides of the roads affected by the
project.

Planned/Proposed Multi-use Trails

There is a map display in the Visitor Center at the Park
detailing the plans for multi-purpose trails in and around the
Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park. If interested,
you should see the display during the next week or so.

Crib Wall

Contact List - Updated 8/24/2017 (interim changes, pending elections)
Position							

Name				

E-mail

President (Interim)					Scott Mackay
president@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Vice President						Curt Spinney
vp@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Secretary							Anne Strand		 secretary@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Treasurer							Tom Okerberg		treasurer@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Historian							Rusty Bradley		historian@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Director, Program Planning								programplanning@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Trails Director						Ken Hale 		trails@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Membership Director				Scott Mackay		membership@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Director (Scouts)					Donald Olds		director@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Communications Director			
Fred Feltmann		
comdirector@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Newsletter Editor					Fred Feltmann		comdirector@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Information/Technology Director		
Jerry Givan			
webmaster@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Trail Ambassador Director			Janie Brier			ambassador@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Plants Director						Danny Leigh		plants@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Fundraising Director				Bruce Rugg			fundraising@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

Website												http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org/
Facebook Page										http://www.facebook.com/kmtcsocial
Volunteer Sign-up website*						https://signup.com/go/M6cZxy
* updated
Newsletter 10

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

The Trees at Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park
Anthony Winegar										August 29, 2017
Chief Ranger
Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park
900 Kennesaw Mountain Drive
Kennesaw, GA 30152
Good afternoon folks,
Many of us have been getting questions from the public regarding the dead and dying trees at the
park. Many of those trees are on the mountain while some others are around some of the obvious
features of the park, such as the Illinois Monument. There are a couple of reasons for stands of
dead timber and this e-mail serves to explain why to the best of our knowledge.
Before I get into the diagnoses of these trees, first let me share with you that the examination of
the problem has been done by the Georgia Forestry Commission, specifically Joe Burgess, who
has been out as recently as today to follow up. The Southeast Regional Office has also been out
with Joe and me to look at the trouble spots.
Kennesaw Mountain and Little Kennesaw: The predominate issue with these trees is a
combination of a fungus known as anthracnose.
( https://www.planetnatural.com/pest-problem-solver/plant-disease/anthracnose/ ).
The anthracnose fungus appears to be combining with drought stricken trees on the mountains
and causing the distress and eventual death of some of our Chestnut oaks. Additionally, the
fungus appears to be predominantly spreading up the draws that come off the mountain.
The hickory trees appear to be coming back from the trunks of the trees although the branches
appear barren. The chestnut oaks do not appear to be as resistant to the fungus and seem to be
dying completely once affected past a certain point.
There is no way to prevent the spread of the fungus nor is there a cure. It is not likely to cause a
massive problem in the near future though it is likely to spread.
Additional causes of tree illnesses are the Emerald Ash Borer and the Hickory Bark Beetle. Again,
there is virtually nothing that we can do to stop these issues.
Elsewhere in the park the pine trees are suffering from pine beetles. While many dead timber
stands were cut years ago, some of the
current pine trees are being affected and
dying from the infestation. Other tree deaths
are from lightning strikes.
Chip (our Maintenance Superintendent) and
I met with Joe Burgess from the Forestry
Commission today and developed a game
plan for the identification and removal of the
hazardous trees pursuant to the hazardous
tree contract. The process will become more
clear as we continue through it.
Dead Pine tree near Pigeon Hill.
Photo by Fred Feltmann
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Eagle Scout Report

Here are three photos from the Eagle Project on the ET on Saturday. This is going down the trail towards the 24 gun battery. We
used to have to take the gator off trail here as there were a set of rock steps and a sharp turn. We put the turnpike right over the steps
and now you can keep the gator on the trail. We probably had 35 people. I had a hard time keeping up with material, but we did it in
about four hours. Need to monitor the drainage the first few rains and make any adjustments.

Donald Olds

Photos by Donald Olds.
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KEMO Trail Club Eagle Project Report

KEMO Trail Club Eagle Project Report
August 26th, 2017
We will have 16 Eagle projects completed in the park for Fiscal 2017 later today.
While today’s numbers are estimated, this program is responsible for 302 volunteers completing 2155 hours
this fiscal year.
There are three projects planned in the next month and several on the drawing board. Under this program
in the last five years we have completed 108 projects to date.
We have turned away a score of scouts in the past several months, as we haven’t had money for materials.
We recently tried to remedy this and change the program to include some fund raising. (See page 8, if you
would like to help us support these projects in the future.)
This quarter we completed the 21st battlefield sign project in the past five years. There are now 135
battlefield signs in the park. There are only 12 more planned by two scouts who have been assigned
projects; and they should complete them this calendar year.
We continue to restore earthworks and install benches along the trails until we ran out of benches.
We worked with Chip to develop a plan to continue placing benches. Leslie and I made a donation to the
club to purchase four benches and the scouts will raise money to purchase each bench, in effect, paying for
the next bench.
We have built two turnpikes now on the Environmental Trail with what we hope is great success. We won’t
gloat until the spring rains tell the tale of our efforts.
We also did some trail work on the backside of Big K and the saddle area of Little K.
If we can get rocks and dirt, we can do trail work projects indefinitely.
We look forward to working with new trail directors and improvement planners to provide continued
enhancements to the best and most visited battlefield park on the planet.

Donald Olds
Director, Scout Projects
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Civic Engagement At Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park
Kennesaw Mountain National
Battlefield Park
900 Kennesaw Mountain Drive
Kennesaw, GA 30152

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

(770) 427-4686 phone
www.nps.gov/kemo

Kennesaw Mountain News Release
Release Date: August 22, 2017

Civic Engagement at Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park
Kennesaw, GA– On September 12, a public meeting is scheduled at Marietta High School

Performing Arts Center (1171 Whitlock Rd, Marietta) from 5:00 – 7:00 pm by Kennesaw
Mountain National Battlefield Park Superintendent Nancy Walther. The purpose of the meeting
is to gain input from the public concerning two proposals affecting visitors to the park.
The first proposal is to introduce a parking fee which would support the shuttle bus operation,
support the park’s deferred maintenance, and enhance visitor services. The shuttle bus operation
will include the expansion of the service, increasing the park’s fleet size, and making
enhancements to the mountain road. Fee revenue will support the $2.8 million of deferred
maintenance, which includes such projects as the preservation and stabilization of the 11 miles of
earthworks throughout the park, bridge replacement at John Ward Creek, and trail maintenance.
Generated revenue will also support visitor services such as a youth programs, exhibits, and
leveraging technology to better reach a more modern audience.
The proposed parking fee, $5.00/daily, will be an on-your-honor system with iron rangers at each
of the parking lots within the park. This proposed parking fee will include shuttle service up and
down the mountain to all visitors. A $40/annual pass will be available for purchase at the Visitor
Center and at the park website. The Interagency pass, Interagency Senior pass and the
Interagency Access pass will be accepted in place of the daily and the annual pass.

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may
experience our heritage.
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The second proposal is to close the mountain road to private motorized vehicular traffic seven
days a week, making sole access to the mountain top via shuttle bus or on foot or bicycle. This
proposal is driven by safety concerns for users. The mountain road is steep (12% grade),
winding (9 blind curves), and narrow (10 ft. wide driving lanes), with little or no shoulder. The
1.5 mile road is also heavily used by many different users (to include walkers, joggers, bicyclists,
and personal automobilists). These different user groups generate substantial conflicts. In 2015,
there were 73 total calls for service on Kennesaw Mountain drive, which included visitor
conflicts, traffic complaints/incidents, and medical calls. Re-structuring access is a measure to
minimize safety issues.
The implementation of a seven day a week shuttle service will enhance the visitor’s safety and
park experience by allowing them to walk or run up the mountain road by providing recreational
foot traffic with their own designated section. That is not possible in the current space with the
current volume of constant vehicular traffic.
This public meeting on September 12 is being held to allow input from park users, park
neighbors, community members, and the interested public concerning the two aforementioned
proposals. Written comments may be submitted online via the National Park Service’s Planning,
Environment and Public Comment site at
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/projectHome.cfm?projectID=74662
or via comment cards which will be available at the park’s Visitor Center. The public comment
period is between August 22 and October 10, 2017.
For more information, please visit the park website at www.nps.gov/kemo or call 770-427-4686.

THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE IS COMPOSED OF MORE THAN 20,000 RANGERS, BIOLOGISTS,
HISTORIANS, GEOLOGISTS AND OTHER PROFESSIONALS WHO CARE FOR MORE THAN 400
NATIONAL PARKS AND OTHER SPECIAL PLACES SO THAT EVERYONE TODAY AND IN THE FUTURE
CAN EXPERIENCE AMERICA’S HISTORY AND BEAUTY.

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our
h it
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Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park
Upcoming Interpretive Programs
**All park programming is free and open to the public. No registration required. Programs start at
Visitor Center except when noted otherwise.

Everyday @ 1:00 pm
Ranger Led Museum Tour

Join a Kennesaw Mountain Park Ranger for an in-depth exploration of our museum chronicling the events
surrounding the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain.

September, 2017
September 2 @ 11:00 am ‘Cheatham Hill History Talk’

This will be a ranger-led guided walk and history talk on the historic battle at Cheatham Hill. The program
lasts approximately an hour and consists of a short, 250 yard paved and dirt path. Please meet the ranger at
the Cheatham Hill Dr. parking area near the Illinois Monument.

September 3 & 4 @ 11, 12, 2 & 3:00 ‘Artillery Demonstrations’

Artillerists explain the steps of firing a cannon by detailing the role of each person working the cannon. Afterwards, the process is performed in real time and the cannon is fired. The program is free and open to the
public. Please note that cannon firings are very loud, especially to those with hearing sensitivity (i.e. dogs,
children, etc.)

September 9 @ 8:30 am – 1:00 pm ‘Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club Work
Day’

Volunteers are needed for each work day to help park staff maintain the 20-plus miles of trails of Kennesaw
Mountain National Battlefield Park. Parking and registration is at the parking area near the Kolb Farmhouse
(see the link on page 6, herein). The NPS Volunteer Services Agreement is required. A parent must sign the
form if the student is under 18 years old. The form and directions to the registration site are available on the
club website www.kennesawmountaintrailclub.org.

September 9 @ 9:00 am – 1:00 pm ‘A Day With General Thomas’

Please join our rangers and the Sons of Union Veterans for an interactive program about the life of Maj.
Gen. George Thomas of the Army of the Cumberland and the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain. This program
will be held between the Sherman/Thomas Headquarters and Activity Area 3. Formal talks and guided
walks held at 10, 11, & 12, static headquarters display from 9 – 2:00. Event will be held outdoors, please
dress accordingly.

Continued on Page 17
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KMNBP Upcoming Interpretive Programs
Continued from Page 16

September 24 @ 11, 12, 2 & 3:00 ‘Infantry Demonstrations’

Come out and enjoy an interactive infantry demonstration at Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park. This program will consist of a step-by-step description and demonstration of basic infantry tactics and culminate in a musket firing. This program is free to attend and open to the public. 

September 23 @ 10:00 am – 3:00 pm ‘Kennesaw Mountain Memorabilia
Through the Years’
11-year old Andrew Bramlett and his brother Daniel have been collecting items related to Kennesaw
Mountain and the park for several years. They have over 75 different postcards that depict the mountain,
along with patches, old brochures, commemorative programs and other items. Stop by to see the Bramlett
brothers and their unique collection.

September 30 @ 2:00 pm ‘Trophy Gun of Kennesaw Mountain National
Battlefield Park’

This is the story of a marked trophy gun that lay for many years as a spare gun tube, at Kennesaw National
Battlefield Park. It’s story was unknown to any that observed the strange engravings, on the barrel. Research
began two years ago and now the gun is talking. At our monthly lecture series, volunteer and historian Michael Hitt will detail his research and the fascinating story of this special cannon.

September 30 -8:30 am till 1:00 pm - Public Lands Day

See pages 3 and 6 for the Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club Work Day in association with Public Lands Day.
Parking for the event will be at the Pigeon Hill Parking Lot at Burnt Hickory and Old Mountain Rd.
** Outdoor programs (Living History programs and hikes) may be cancelled
in the occurrence of inclement weather).
*** For more program details, please contact Visitor Center at 770-427-4686, ext. 0,
or visit our website at www.nps.gov/kemo

T 277, Marietta, Eagle
Scout Project
10 Scouts, 4 adults.
Pigeon hill cutoff and Brumby fire
road trail.
Looks nice.

Donald V. Olds

Photo by Donald Olds.
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Sponsors/Partners Corner

Many thanks to our Sponsors and Partners for their
support!

http://americanhiking.org

October Newsletter Deadline

If you wish to have an article published in the October
Newsletter, please submit it to Fred Feltmann at
faf1948@bellsouth.net no later than September
20th!
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