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July 8 Trail Day?

Doug Steps Down

Our work plan was to use equipment to aid in moving
material to correct severe ruts in the trail. Teams would
assist in positioning material to fill in gullies and direct water
away from the trail.

We want to thank Doug for his dedication and hard work
for KMTC and KEMO.

OK I’ll give thanks to our website editor; Fred, he said it best.
“This is one of those times”. As stated written on first page
of our website, we may cancel Trail Day if there is heavy
rain the night before; well there was. Yes the morning was
clear and dry, but the trail was too wet for efficient work.

We have found that using equipment on a wet trail actually
causes more problems than correcting them. Also, areas
which we were going to be working could be a safety
concern with wet ground. In all cases we believe the safety
of volunteers is our primary concern.
Thus Trail Day was canceled some 12 hours before start
time. One thing that we appreciate is that nearly everyone

Continued on Page 2
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After seven years of service as a Volunteer, Crew Leader,
Trail Director and President, Doug Tasse is ending his career
as a Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club volunteer at Kennesaw
Mountain National Battlefield Park. Scott Mackay has
agreed to coordinate KMTC Trail Work Days and act as
interim President until the October election.

Student Conservation Association
(SCA) Working with KMTC

Again, for our 3rd year now, Kennesaw Mountain and KMTC
are hosting an SCA Team.
This year we have two Team Leaders and a trainee Team
Leader along with 4 female and 4 male teens from all across
the country - Alaska to Florida (and even one from Smyrna).
They are all great young adventurers, gotta be because they
do primitive camping. However, unlike in years past, all but
one live in large metropolitan areas. That being said, they
all still have the desire to work hard on any assigned project.
This year we incorporated many more KMTC Crew Leaders
to help with guidance on the projects. SCA does well in
getting qualified Team Leaders and the organization has as
its goal to perform trail work and do projects which help in
the conservation of public lands. This year’s team leaders
quickly picked up on what we had planned for them.
Trail work has been performed on Big Kennesaw Mtn, the
saddle area between the mountains, along Hardage Mill
Trail, the Assault Trail and the Kolb Farm Trails. (Their work
on the Kolb Farm trails included leveling and then creating
water diversions on a highly rutted section - this was a muchneeded project.) They also spent four days cutting invasive
plants. And all this work performed during this years hottest
days with off and on rain showers and storms. They are
truly a group that has earned our respect and appreciation.
SCA has also had some good times: they decorated the 4
seat Gator and participated in the Marietta Independence
Day parade, had breakfast at Whistle Stop, house party
and fireworks on the 4th, went swimming @ private pool,
an interpretive tour of the Assault Trail and CCC work at the
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August 12, 2017 Work Day Plan
Site
n/a
1
2

3

4
5
6
7

Goals
Invasive Plants Control – small team will be
needed.
Noses Creek Trail – Refresh water diversions up
hill from field to its crest. Recrown trail.
Noses Creek Trail – Build water diversions down
hill and just past Hardage Mill trail. Add water
bar at top of Hardage Mill Trail to divert water
from going down trail
Old New Salem Church Trail – Refresh water
diversions going up to crest of hill. Find and bury
large rocks to occasionally crib down hill side of
trail. Remove any small stumps in trail.
Old New Salem Church Trail – Build water
diversions from crest of hill down to field.
Old New Salem Church Trail – Build water
diversions from church site down to flat before
the stairs.
Brumby Camp Trail – Dig out drainage ditch up
to crest of hill.
Perform 12’ tall and 1’ side pruning along route
noted on map. Go farther out Noses Creek trail
if time permits. Remove any small stumps/rocks/
dead roots from trail. Set any loose rocks into
ground to crib trail’s lower side.

See page 5 for August Work Day parking location.

July 8 Trail Day
Continued from Page 1

Nominations of KMTC Officers

Board members present at the August 5 2017 Board meeting
will be making nominations for the FFY 2018 for the officers
of the Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club. Recommendations
should be submitted to Club Secretary Anne Strand,
astrand27@gmail.com, by August 26th. A list of the current
Board Members is as follows:(FFY - Federal Fiscal Year)

President
•
Vice President
•
Secretary
•
Treasurer
•
Trails Director
•
Director (Scouts)
•
Trail Ambassador Director
•
Historian
•

got the word; we posted notice on website and Facebook,
also mass e-mailed Trail Ambassadors, Crew Leaders and
all those who had preregistered.
We’ve bumped the July work plan to August 12. We’ll look
forward to seeing you then. Please use the preregistration
and keep up with us via Facebook and website.
Thank you all for your understanding and commitment to
preservation of our park.

Communications Director
•
Membership Director
•
Information Technology/Social Media
Director
•

Doug Tasse

Note: Even if we had worked it was an oppressively hot and
humid morning. Several of us spent some 3 hours cleaning
equipment- we were as wet with sweat as the equipment
was with water:
The August Trail Day will be great.

Director of Program Planning
•
Director of Plants
•
Fundraising Director
•

		

				

		

“Earthworks” is published monthly by the Kennesaw
Mountain Trails Club.
Editor:
Fred Feltmann
770-516-9120
E-mail: faf1948@bellsouth.net
Additional Volunteers needed! Call today!

The slate of officers nominated at the August meeting will be
voted on at the Annual Business Meeting in October, 2017.
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Trail Ambassadors Support For
the 153rd Anniversary Battle of
Kennesaw Mountain

The Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park
commemoration of the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain took
place June 24-25, 2017. The Trail Ambassadors were out
in force to support the full slate of activities presented. Here
are a few of the highlights:
Many thanks to Cam Graham and Jay Haney who planned,
coordinated support and provided historical lectures for the
4 guided hikes along the 24 gun trail. Supporting the guided
hikes were Alanda Boyd, Rusty Bradley, Dave Dubelle,
Jason Osorio and Kathy Van Valkenburg. Extra credit
to Kathy for a superb job mentoring a trail ambassador
candidate (and now our newest Trail Ambassador!), Tim
Poolos.
Providing infantry and artillery demonstration support were
Amy Campbell, Dave Dubelle (he had more than one job),
Janie Brier, Alicia Guttierez, Kathy VanValkenburg and Tim
Poolos.
One of the most difficult jobs – at least from this writer’s
perspective – was “general information/support”. It takes a
lot of patience and good people skills to stand around for 4
hours in the heat answering questions, directing visitors and
generally projecting an enthusiastic demeanor. Certainly not
my strong suit. So thank you very much Rena Bailey, Scott
MacKay, Karen Petrella, Dave Dubelle, Yvonne Robinson
and Toni Kelly.
Once again my deepest appreciation to the Trail Ambassadors
whose invaluable assistance enabled the park staff to offer
a successful and safe experience for the visitors and the
participants.

Janie Brier

Trail Ambassador Director

SCA....
Continued from Page 1
Mountain, a Chattahoochee River Float, MLK Center, Varsity
Drive In, Stone Mtn and Arabia Mtn. field trips, a very nice
pizza party and some shopping. Wow, they were here the
whole month of July and packed a lot of stuff in (all while
living out of a backpack and sleeping in tents).
We’ll have some photos with this article and also on our
Facebook page. (Photos on pages, 7, 8, 11 and 12)
Thank you and good work SCA Team and special thanks to
the park staff & Summer Intern Jasmine. Also KMTC Crew
Leaders: Bruce, Dave, Richard, Cole & Bree, Paul, Jerry,
Dave, Bob, Bill (etc), Geoff, Danny, Cam, Pic, Harry, Eric,
Jay D and Jay H, Ken, Scott and Cindy. Also, thank you to
Anne and David for aid in organization, Tom for mailing the
checks for materials, Fred for photos and especially to Larry

for your enduring support of the club through your driving
skills and use of your heavy duty truck to move tons and
tons of material, equipment and supplies to accomplish a
memorable and meaning experience for the SCA Team, the
Park and KMTC.
Thanks,

Doug Tasse

Self -Taught, really?

The CBS TV morning show of 7/1/17 featured an interview
with Chef Tom Douglas of Seattle Washington. He is famous
in the Northwest and owns some 18 restaurants. He even
has a farm which supplies ingredients to the restaurants;
a farm to table concept that he has used to make his
restaurants somewhat unique for sure.
During the Chef Douglas’ interview the topic came up that
rumor had it that he was ‘Self-Taught.’ This he exclaimed is
not entirely true. Yes, he did take a Home Ec class in High
School, mainly to meet girls. But he is a big guy and was
also on the football team, so he did what he could to keep
his fellow players from kidding him too much by baking and
handing out Cream Puffs (also, earning him a nick name).
After the commentators pressed him a little more about
being self-taught, he surprisingly said that actually no one
is self-taught. He believes that everyone is influenced by
someone or a person that one would view as being heroic.
Strong terms like someone being heroic really gets my
attention. He didn’t have any time to further explain what
he meant. But the man does have some 18 restaurants
and a farm so he probably has a pretty good handle on
what he says. When I started thinking about what he said
it does ring true; there are people, teachers and family that
do influence us in what we do. Way back I worked with a
gentleman that was in the CCC and he was also a writer,
editor and cartoonist. Even though I didn’t realize it back
then (well over 60 years ago) here I am working on the trails
that the CCC originally built and for years now I’ve been
writing original article for Earthworks (KMTC Newsletter); I
actually thought that I just started doing it and now realize
that that gentleman influenced me – so I’m not self-taught.
We in the trail club come from many different professions,
none of which have hardly anything to do with monitoring and
aiding park activities, trail maintenance or cutting invasive
plants. Somewhere along the line someone influenced us
and you to come volunteer and do the job. Helping others
is a heroic undertaking; perhaps in some way you’ll be the
hero that influences someone else.
Chef Tom Douglas enjoys his work; come enjoy working
with the Trail Club.
Thanks,

Doug Tasse
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A Special Thanks!

Each year we have various groups who come out and help
us. Henceforth, we will make every attempt to list your group
here for the current/past fiscal year. If you are participating
as a group, be sure to let us know when you are registering!
Following is a list, in alphabetical order, of the groups who
participated during Fiscal 2016 (October 2015- September
2016) and Fiscal 2017 (October 2016 - Present):

FY 2016
20’s and 30’s Hikers
Allatoona HS Beta Club
Allatoona HS National Honor Society
Allatoona HS NJROTC
Atlanta Outdoor Club
Bank Of America
Boy Scout Troop 4 Eagle Scout Project, Kennesaw, GA
Boy Scout Troop 29
Boy Scout Troop 75
Boy Scout Troop 75, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 252, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 422
Boy Scout Troop 479 - Eagle Scout Project
Cub Scout Pack 353
Cub Scout Pack 405
Cub Scout Pack 1714
Bank Of America
Boy Scout Troop 75, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 565, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 795, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 1011, Eagle Scout Project
Boy Scout Troop 1776
Community First Service Day (From New Zealand)
Cub Scout Pack 995
East Paulding High School AFJROTC
Flight Works
Fresenius Medical Care Group
Hillgrove HS NJROTC
Jr. Civitan International Group (200 participants)
Kennesaw Mountain HS Key Club
Kennesaw Mountain HS NJROTC
KSU Accounting Class 4600
Kennesaw State University - Greek Day
Kennesaw State University - Volunteer KSU
Kennesaw State University - Omega Phi Alpha Fraternity
Kennesaw State University - KSUZTA Sorority
Kennesaw State University
Marietta HS National Honor Society

Marietta HS Skills USA
Martha Stewart Bulloch Society Children of the American 		
Revolution
Mountain Road Elementary School Beta Club
McClesky YMCA
McEachern HS Beta Club
McEachern HS Robotics Team
Northwest Atlanta YMCA
Phobio
Pope High School National Honor Society
REI
U.S. Navy Reservists
Venturing Crew 1011
Woodstock HS NJROTC
FY 2017
Atlanta Outdoor Club
Allatoona HS Beta Club
Austin Middle School
Benchmark Physical Therapy  
Beta Alpha Psi (KSU)
Boy Scout Troop 252
Boy Scout Troop 540 - Eagle Scout Project
Campbell HS Beta Club
Cub Scout Pack 11
Cub Scout Pack 405
Campbell High School Beta Club
Hillgrove High School NJROTC
Home Depot
International Academy ( Smyrna)
Keep Cobb Beautiful
Kennesaw Mtn HS NJROTC
Kennesaw Mountain HS Key Club
King’s Academy JROTC
KSU
KSU Delta Sigma Pi
Ranstaad Temporary
KSU Honors Beta Club
Staffing
McEachern HS Beta Club
Venture Crew 75
North Atlanta Church
Volunteer KSU
Pope HS Honor Society
Woodstock HS NJROTC
The July Work Day was cancelled because of adverse
(weather-related) trail conditions - look forward to seeing
you all on August 12th.
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Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club Calendar

Date		 Time		Location		
Event
August, 2017
8/12
8:30 am - 1 pm
					

Burnt Hickory/		
August Work Day
Old Mountain Rd. Parking lot

September, 2017
9/09

8:30 am - 1 pm

TBD		

September Work Day

TBD		

October Work Day

October, 2017
10/14

8:30 am - 1 pm

See pages 9 and 10 for a list of additional NPS sponsored events for the month of August.

Register for
Our Work
Days!

Be sure to register
online for our Work
Days at http://vols.
pt/ePEkfb. By registering, we can be better prepared with
the amount of tools, bottled water, gloves, etc. on hand.

Mark Your Calendars!

Upcoming Work Day Schedule:
Our trail work days are open to the public on the 2nd
Saturday of each month and are a wonderful way to get
outside & enjoy nature while helping preserve the national
park for future visitors. Registration will begin around
8:10 am the Burnt Hickory/Old Mountain Rd. Parking lot.
The program will begin at 8:30 am and we usually are
finished by 1:00 p.m. Activities usually include the use
of shovels, rakes, picks, and other tools to fix erosion
problems on the 20+ mile trail system. Please do not
wear open-toed shoes. Long pants are recommended.
In case of inclement weather and we must cancel a workday,
we’ll post an announcement on the front page of the KMTC
website at: www.kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

kennesawmountaintrailclub.org at least 4 weeks in
advance. Trail work can be performed any day of the week.
We work closely with the Park Service and assist
the park staff by providing critically needed volunteer
effort to install signs, build bridges, and maintain the
20+ miles of trails. Since our beginning in 2002, the
Trail Club has donated over 45,000 volunteer hours
to Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park.
We hope to see you at a work day soon!

If your school, church, business, or community organization
would like to schedule a special work day as a team
building or public service activity, e-mail us at kmtctrails@
Newsletter 5

http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

Think Fifteen (15) for Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club

Please pay attention, or as I like to say: LISTEN UP! (Read this….please)

For almost the last four years, I’ve served as the Trail Director. While performing as a volunteer, along with
several thousand others over the years, we’ve made significant improvements to Kennesaw Mountain NBP.
I believe that we’ll all agree that we enjoy aiding the park.
While many of our projects are funded by the park, there is frequently a need to supplement with additional
money to complete our work. I’m sure that you, like me, enjoy showing off all the work volunteers have done.
The funds from the Park do help with the upkeep, but without our volunteer labor, the park simply would not
be as it is today and what it will be in the future.
We need money for our uncommitted funds; this money is used to cover additional expenses for our projects,
the purchase and maintenance of both tools and equipment, gloves, water, snacks and other associated
expenses. Also, we have corporation and insurance costs to cover. Please keep in mind that we are an allvolunteer organization, no paid staff or board members. All donations to the Trail Club support our work
at the park, and are tax deductible.
We are a nationally recognized club - having been presented the highest award in the National Park Service
in 2014, “The Hartzog Award for Volunteer Group.”
I appreciate everyone who worked with me on the trails. Now, as club president, I still need your help. To
everyone who comes and works, thank you. To everyone that supports our club, thank you too. We need
everyone to donate.
As we approach our fifteenth year, I ask you to please think ‘15’, like $15.. $30.. $45….. $150… $1500.  
Get the idea? Together we’ve done good work and had a good time but now we need your help to
continue!!! Please send your tax deductible contribution to:
Kennesaw Mountain Trail Club*                                                       
Attn: Tom Okerberg
Whitlock Accounting Services
739 Kennesaw Avenue NW
Marietta, Ga. 30060
Donate Online: by using Guidestar on the Trail Club website
http://www.kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
* Corporate name is KEMO Trail Corps, Inc., a 501(c)(3)
organization.
ALSO: Please check with employers about matching donations.

Think Fifteen ($)
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July 4th, 2017 Independence Day Parade

Photos by Fred Feltmann
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Marietta’s “Let Freedom Ring”
Parade 2017

accompanied by several KMTC Trail Ambassadors, Crew
Leaders, three young ladies from Woodstock High JNROTC,
a dedicated volunteer,
a lady who walks the
park trails regularly and
a lady who wants to
work with us on Trail
Days and several family
members. It was a very
diverse group for the
parade.

Once again the Trail
Club participated in the
traditional Fourth of July
parade. After several
months of asking for
parade participants, we
had people marching
with us who were a
true representation of
those who work with us
and frequent the park.
With the 4 th being on
a Tuesday, we kind of
figured that our number
would be low; but, true
to form, we pulled it off.

Some rode along the
route in the gator: the
rest of us walked the
route in no set pattern
but we all were showing
our smiles and waving
flags. There were many
thousands of people
who enjoyed seeing
us pass by; especially
seeing the old guy with the cane and
flag. It was a fun parade and a good

The SCA Team arrived
on Sunday. On Monday
they had a nice breakfast, then
Photo by Doug Tasse.
training at the visitor center and after
lunch they decorated the 4-seat Gator. Given just simple run for me.
supplies - flags, ribbon and tape – they decorated the Gator
Really enjoyed my time with KMTC,
the way they liked and it really represented the creative
Doug
nature of KMTC. It was a very colorful and festive gator.
Parade day was hot and humid. Our staging spot was
down a side street off Roswell St., a little confusing but by
parade time, we were all together. We had the SCA Team

Contact List - Updated 7/24/2017 (interim changes, pending elections)
Position							

Name				

E-mail

President (Interim)					
Scott Mackay*
president@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Vice President						Curt Spinney
vp@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Secretary							
Vacant*
secretary@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Treasurer							
Tom Okerberg		
treasurer@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Historian							
Rusty Bradley		
historian@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Director, Program Planning			
Anne Strand		
programplanning@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Trails Director						Ken Hale 		trails@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Membership Director				Scott Mackay*		 membership@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Director (Scouts)					
Donald Olds		
director@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Communications Director			
Fred Feltmann		
comdirector@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Newsletter Editor					
Fred Feltmann		
comdirector@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Information/Technology Director		
Jerry Givan			
webmaster@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Trail Ambassador Director			Janie Brier			ambassador@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Plants Director						Danny Leigh		plants@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org
Fundraising Director				
Bruce Rugg			
fundraising@kennesawmountaintrailclub.org

Website												http://kennesawmountaintrailclub.org/
Facebook Page										

http://www.facebook.com/kmtcsocial

Volunteer Sign-up website*						

http://vols.pt/ePEkfb

* updated
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Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park
Upcoming Interpretive Programs

**All park programming is free and open to the public. No registration required. Programs start at
Visitor Center except when noted otherwise.

Everyday @ 1:00 pm
Ranger-Led Museum Tour
Join a Kennesaw Mountain Park Ranger for an in-depth exploration of our museum chronicling the events
surrounding the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain.

August
August 5 @ 11:00 pm ‘Life of a Civil War Soldier’
Come out and enjoy an interactive demonstration on the daily life of a soldier during the Atlanta
Campaign. This program will be held in the visitor center.

August 6 @ 3:00 pm ‘Jr. Ranger Bingo’
Learn about the various elements of your National Park, such as the natural and cultural resources, through
a fun and interactive game of Bingo! This program will meet at the Visitor Center.

August 12 & 27 @ 11:00 & 1:00 ‘Cheatham Hill History Talks’
Historians Phillip Whiteman and Stuart Berkowitz are leading a number of guided walks and history talks
on the historic battle at Cheatham Hill. The programs last approximately an hour and consist of a short,
250 yard paved and dirt path. Please meet the historians at the Cheatham Hill Dr. parking area near the
Illinois Monument.

August 13 @ 11,12, 2 & 3:00 ‘Artillery Demonstrations’
Artillerists explain the steps of firing a cannon by detailing the role of each person working the
cannon. Afterwards, the process is performed in real time and the cannon is fired. The program is free and
open to the public. Please note that cannon firings are very loud, especially to those with hearing sensitivity
(i.e. dogs, children, etc.)
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August 19 @ 11:00 am ‘Pioneer Games’
Before there were computers and tablets, the children of the 19th century had to be more creative in how
they spent their free time. Join us and participate in some of these games, which include hoop and stick,
graces, and the ever famous cup and ball toy!

August 20 @ 11,12, 2 & 3:00 ‘Infantry Demonstrations’
Come out and enjoy an interactive infantry demonstration at Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park. This program will consist of a step-by-step description and demonstration of basic infantry
tactics and culminate in a musket firing. This program is free to attend and open to the public. 

August 26 @ 11:00 am ‘Atlanta Campaign Map Talk’
This 30 minute Ranger-led program focuses on the 1864 Atlanta Campaign and how the Union and
Confederate forces moved through the north Georgia countryside to the city of Atlanta. This program will
also utilize the various interpretive maps and signs of the Visitor Center.

August 27 @ 3:00 pm ‘Freaky, Funky, Furs’
Come out and enjoy a Ranger-led program on different animal species found here at Kennesaw
Mountain. The program will utilize pelts from different animals found at our park to help teach visitors
more about the diverse habitat here and the animals that call the park ‘home’!

** Outdoor programs
(Living History programs and hikes) may be cancelled in the occurrence of inclement weather).
*** For more program details,
please contact Visitor Center at 770-427-4686, ext. 0, or visit our website at www.nps.gov/kemo
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SCA Work Day - 07/20/17
Photos by Fred Feltmann

“Cleaning the Bridges on the Assault Trail, allowing the
water to flow through the bridge deck.”
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SCA Work Days - 07/24 - 26/17
Photos by Fred Feltmann
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Sponsors/Partners Corner

Many thanks to our Sponsors and Partners for their
support!

http://americanhiking.org

September Newsletter Deadline

If you wish to have an article published in the March
Newsletter, please submit it to Fred Feltmann at
faf1948@bellsouth.net no later than August
20th!
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