
Civil War 150 years ago January 1865 

Jan 12 Francis Preston Blair Sr. attempts to negotiate peace with Jefferson 

Davis.  After Lincoln’s re-election in 1864 Blair thought that his 

former close personal relations with the Confederate leaders might 

aid in bringing about a cessation of hostilities, and with Lincoln’s 

consent went unofficially to Richmond and induced President 

Jefferson Davis to appoint commissioners to confer with 

representatives of the United States (although this may have been a 

result of internal pressure).  This resulted in the futile “Hampton 

Roads Conference” of February 3, 1865. 

Jan 13-15 Second attack on Fort Fisher, North Carolina begins.  After the failure 

of his December expedition against Fort Fisher, Maj. Gen. Benjamin 

Butler was relieved of command.  Maj. Gen. Alfred Terry was placed 

in command of a “Provisional Corps,” including Paine’s Division of 

U.S. Colored Troops, and supported by a naval force of nearly 60 

vessels, to renew operations against the fort.  After a preliminary 

bombardment directed by Rear Adm. David D. Porter on January 13, 

Union forces landed and prepared an attack on Maj. Gen. Robert 

Hoke’s infantry line.  On the 15th, a select force moved on the fort 

from the rear.  A valiant attack late in the afternoon, following the 

bloody repulse of a naval landing party carried the parapet.  The 

Confederate garrison surrendered, opening the way for a Federal 

thrust against Wilmington, the South’s last open seaport on the 

Atlantic coast. 

Jan 23 Joseph E. Johnston opposes Sherman’s march through the Carolinas. 

Jan 23 U.S. House passes 13th Amendment abolishing slavery. 


